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VI. Part of a Letter from Mr. Ralph Thoresby, 
F. % S. to .Dr. .Haps Sloane, Reg. Soc. Seer. 
concerning fonts Roman Antiquities found in York- 
shire 3 and a Storm of Thunder, Lightnings and 
(ftairh that happen 'd there ', Auguft 5, 1708. 

Leeds, September 18, 1708. 
Honoured Sir, 

IF there had been any legible Infcriptions upon any 
of the three Roman Monuments fent me tome 
Months ago from our Adellocum, you had then heard 
from me: One of thefe has been evidently an Altar, 
having the Difcus or Hearth very plain upon the toip :, 
another I defire your Opinion of, for tho' it be made 
ftrictly in the form of an Altar in all other refpsets, k 
wants the Difcus or Lmx upon the top,- and I have 
never yet feen any Ait at without one, and it teams too 
fmail, ("being but eighteen Inches high and fix broad, ) 
for a Commemorative Monument ; the three Roils, .or 
Wreaths upon the top are fo entire, that it is olain 
there never was any thing elfe wrought upon it : Nov/ 
whether any of the- Roman Jra, or -Alt aria, were 
made without a Difcus or Hearth, is what I defire to 
know. 

The more immediate occafion of this is to acquaint 
you with fome of the effects of a late Storm of T»uvd~r v 
Lightning, and 'violent Rain, which happened the 5th 
day of the lafl Month. I was then at the Spa-.v at Har- 
row-gate, near Kjiaresbrough 5 where having a fpacious 
View upon the open Forreft, I obferved the Motion or 
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the Clouds and Storm, which began in the Weft, 
wheel'd about by the North and Eaft to the South : 
When the Night drew on, the Lightning muft of necef- 
fity appear more dreadful. The Intermiflion betwixt 
the Flafhes was very fmall ; the Claps of Thunder were 
fo very loud, and the Lightningrforaetimes fo continu- 
ed, that Perfons were generally apprehenfive of fome 
damage, thp' the more furprizing effect of the Storm was 
by the Rain, as will appear by the Sequel. But iirft as 
to the Lightning ; It burnt down a Barn near Scar- 
brough : but I ffiall confine my felf to thofe Parts where 
I was, which 1 have attefted under the Minifter's Hand 
Mr. Thomas Furnis of Bewerly near P at ely -Bridge, about 
fix Miles from Ripley ; who writes, that Thomas Horner, 
with others, flying from the violence of the Rain, which 
feem'd rather to fall in Spouts than Drops, took fhelter 
in a neighbouring Barn ; whence, after ieveral frightful 
Thunder-claps, they wereexpell'd by the Bolt, as they 
term'd it, but really the Lightning, which finged the 
Hair of the faid Thomas Horner, blew another Man back- 
ward who was climbing up the Hay- Mow, left a Sul- 
phurous ftench behind it, and in the conclufion, burnt 
the Barn and Hay. As to the Inundation it was furpri- 
zing ; it tore up much of the Road and Street from the 
Church to the Bridge, and made Pits, in fome places 
feveral Yards deep, threw down part of a Barn and a 
Stable, both of them lately built, it pufh'd into molt of 
the Houfes in the Town ; the Water, in fome, was as 
high as the Soles of the Windows, and block'd up the 
Door of One Houfe with Gravel almoft to the very top; 
and if it had continued with that violence half an Hour 
longer, molt of the Town had been in the utmoft dan- 
ger: Several Perfons were in great danger, but only 
one Woman drown'd ; (he was hurry 'd away with the 
violence of the Stream, and not found till the 4th day 
after ; It removed the Bole of a large Oak (now fold for 
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about 4 Nobles; feveral Yards ; bore down the moft 
part of 4 Wood Bridges ; and has left at the end of the 
great Stone Bridge, or within about ioo Yards of it, as 
much Gravel, &c. as is computed at above a thoufand 
Cart Loads : One Neighbour gives Ten Pounds for re- 
moving the Stones and Gravel left in a fmall Trad of 
Ground. 

This, Sir, to me feems very remarkable, becaufe ef- 
fected by the Rain alone ; for the Minifter adds exprefly, 
«* For all this Deluge, the River Nidd kept within its 
« Bounds : Thus the Divine Providence was pleafed to 
" temper Mercy with provoked Juftice ; I wifti we may 
u be as fenfible of the Caufe of this aitoniihing CaIami-% 
« ty, as we are of the Effects. 
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